The indan-l,3-dione system is slightly non-planar, with the tetrahedral C atom lying 0.149 (2) A out of the best plane of the other eight C and two O atoms.
The terminal C atom of the ethyl group is directed anti to the nitro group and gauche to the carbonyl C atoms, forming C---C--C--C torsion angles of 53.3 (2) and -64.3 (2) ° . The nitro group is nearly coplanar with the ethyl substituent, forming an O---N---C--C torsion angle of 175.9 (2) °. The C==O distances are 1.194 (2) and 1.204 (2) A.
Comment
The crystfil structures of a number of substituted indan-l,3-diones have been studied over the last 20 years on account of the well known anticoagulant activity of the parent compound in vitamin K dependent biosynthesis (Ernster, Lind & Rase, 1972; Bravic, Gaultier & Hauw, 1974; Cs6regh & Eckstein, 1979) . The crystal structure determination of the title compound (I), which was unexpectedly prepared by reacting 2-ethyl-l-inden-3-one-l-yl acetate with a o 02 o (I) nitric acid-sulfuric acid 1:1 mixture (Garcia & Enas, 1992) , affording colorless crystals when crystallized from slow cooling and evaporation of ethanol, is part of a program of structure analysis of some new derivatives of indan-l,3-dione. Structural data for 2-nitroindan-l,3-dione dihydrate (Selenius & Lundgren, 1980 ) and 2-(2-nitrobenzylidene)indan-l,3dione (Varghese, Srinivasan, Ramadas & Padmanabhan, 1986 ) are in agreement with those of the title compound. (1 + gl) -l 
